Points of
Interest and
Upcoming Events

Board of
Education
Meetings:

March 8th
at 7:00 p.m.
Linsday Elem

April 12th
at 7:00 p.m.
Western High School

May 10th
at 7:00 p.m.
Administration Bldg.

There will be no school
for students from
February 19th—22nd
Classes will resume
February 23, 2009

There will be no school
for students from
March 30th-April 3rd
Classes will resume
April 6th

WHS offices will be
closed on these days as
well.

There will be no school
for 9th, 10th and 12th
grade students (Junior
MME testing) on
March 9, 10, or 11.
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A Note to All Parents
There will be no school for students on the following two dates: Friday, February 19th thru
Monday, February 22nd. Classes will resume on Tuesday, February 23, 2010.

MME Testing for all Juniors will be March 9th, 10th and 11th. There will be no school for 9th,
10th or 12th grade students on these days.

There will be no school for students from March 29th thru April 2nd. Classes will resume on
Monday, April 5th.

Michigan Merit Exam Schedule!

Students with Junior credit or Seniors who have not taken the Michigan Merit Exam are required
to take the MME. It is also a graduation requirement for Bay City Public Schools.

Tuesday, March 9: Free Breakfast @ 7:00a.m. Student Check in @ 7:15a.m., Student Dismissal
@ 12:00p.m.

Wednesday, March 10: Free Breakfast @ 7:00a.m. Student Check in @ 7:15a.m., Student
Dismissal @ 10:30a.m.

Thursday, March 11:
Dismissal @ 10:00a.m.

Free Breakfast @ 7:00a.m. Student Check in @ 7:15a.m., Student

If you have any questions about the Michigan Merit Exam, please contact Michelle Murray @
(989) 662-4481, ext. 6420.
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Edline

Edline is our online connection to your child’s grades and classes. It enables easy access for
emailing teachers and other features to help keep you connected with school. Please consider
signing up if you haven't done so already. Currently we have about 33% of our parents signed
up. If you would like an account, email I.V. Clark (clarki@bcschools.net) for an activation code.

Conferences

Winter trimester parent teacher conferences resulted in 27% of our students’ progress reports
picked up. The grades recorded on the progress report are a snap shot of your child’s current
grade. The trimester grade is a combination of the 12 week average (80%) and the trimester
final exam (20%). Progress reports not picked up at conferences were sent home with students
on February 2. There is still plenty of time for students to raise their percentage in all classes for
this trimester.

It is the policy of the Bay City Public School not to discriminate on the basis of religion, race, sexual orientation, color, national
origin, age or handicap in educational programs, activities or services.
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Exams

All classes administer a final exam at the end of each trimester. The only exception to this is for seniors during their
spring term if they meet the following criteria: 1) they have no more than three excused and no unexcused ab-
sences in the class (school-related absences do not count.) 2). they have at least a B average in the class (for the
twelve weeks in the term) 3). they have no suspensions or detentions. The student handbook contains an error
on page 13 stating the final two terms. This should state final term which was the district’s intent.

Exam Schedule
Exams for Second Trimester will be March 4th and 5th. The following schedule will be observed those two days:

Day #1 Day #2
7:30am—First Hour 7:30am—Fourth Hour
9:15am—Break 9:15am—Break
9:30am—Second Hour 9:30am—Fifth Hour
11:15am—Lunch 11:15am—Student Dismissal

12:15pm—Third Hour
2:00pm—Student Dismissal

»
Lounselor’s Coxnet
Attention Parents: If you have an 8" grade student please plan on attending our 8" Grade Student/Parent High
School Scheduling Night. It will be held on March 2. Please see below for times. At this event parents and stu-
dents will have the opportunity to meet their high school counselor and to hear about graduation requirements. In

addition students/parents will have the opportunity to select classes for their freshman year and meet academic de-
partmental representatives to learn more about future class options.

5:00-6:00 (last names that start with A-L) in the auditorium.

6:00-7:00 all students/parents can speak with staff members from each department and look
at class opportunities. This is held in the commons.

7:00-8:00 (last names that start with M-Z) in the auditorium.

MME Testing Strategies
Below are some strategies to help your junior prepare for the Michigan Merit Exam (MME).

1. Pace Yourself. Try not to spend too much time on any one passage or question.

2. Read the Directions to each test carefully.

3. Read each Question carefully.

4. Answer the easy questions first.

5. Use logic and use elimination to narrow your choices on difficult questions.

6. Answer every question. There is no penalty for guessing. You will be scored based on
the number of questions you answered correctly.

7. Review your work.

8. Make sure you fill in the correct ovals on your answer document.

9. Erase completely if you want to change an answer. Smudges or unintended marks may cause

errors in scoring.

OPT-OUT INFORMATION

Opt-out applications are available from your counselor for the March testing cycle. The completed form is to be re-
turned to your counselor no later than February 2, 2010. Late applications will not be processed. Please read the
application carefully - it contains important information regarding testing material and testing dates. Testing will
take place during the 1st week of March.




United Financial Scholarships Available!
Is there a high school senior in your family? Are they wondering how they're going to pay for college in the fall? En-
courage them to apply for our scholarship! Here are the details:
Applicants must be a United Financial Credit Union member, a senior in high school, and plan-
ning on attending college or graduate school after high school graduation.
Applications will be available January 11, 2010 and must be submitted by April 2, 2010.
Applications are available on our website at www.unitedfinancialcu.org and any of our five
Credit Union Locations.
Five scholarships will be awarded in the amount of $500.00 each.
Please contact the Credit Union with any questions or for further details.

PARENTS—There are many more scholarship opportunities available for
your senior students. Please contact your child’s counselor for more in-
formation.

Co-op Dates and Information

WHS Co-op Officers for 2009/2010
President — Courtney Grocholski Vice President — Allison Marsh
Secretary — Marissa Geyer Treasurer — Nicole Marsh

Juniors who want to co-op as a senior should pick up an application at this time. This does not obligate a stu-
dent to be on co-op.

Many co-op jobs require a resume and it's not too early to start. Students should check with Ms Oberlies in the
Counseling Center to get information about writing a resume.

Career Center Dates and Information
Sophomores interested in finding out more about the Career Center are invited to participate in 10" Grade Career
Exploration Day on Friday, February 5th. Students will have the opportunity to visit several classes of their choice.

Juniors currently attending the Career Center and would like to return to the Career Center as a senior in the same
program they are in now, will automatically have a slot if they fill out an application, signed by a parent and turn it
into Ms. Oberlies by February 5, 2010.

Career Center Applications are available in the Counseling Center. All 10" and 11" graders who want a slot must
return their applications to the Counseling Center on February 8. Western receives a limited number of slots for each
Career Center program and slots are filled on a lottery basis. Students may still sign up for classes after February
8th, but they will have to pick from whatever slots are still available. There is one Career Center class that is an ex-
ception to this policy: the Health Technology Program. For this class only, students can sign up at any time from
now through February 8. Career Center staff will interview interested students in these classes, and students will be
selected for the program based on their attendance, grade point average, and career goals.

feom the fthletic Jepactment...
Family passes can still be purchased in the High School Main office for $50.00.

Stay tuned to www.highschoolsports.net for the most up to date Winter post season schedules.

Spring physicals are due by Friday, March 12th, 2010. Your physical and $75.00 pay to participate fee must be in to
the Athletic office by this date in order to try-out.

Spring Warrior Night is being held on Thursday, March 25, 2010. This event is open to all spring athletes and their
families. Refreshments and cookies will be provided in the commons starting at 6:00 p.m. and will then commence to
the Auditorium at 7:00 p.m.

The Northeast Michigan Wrestling Association Youth Wrestling State Finals are being held here at Western on Satur-
day, February 27, 2010 starting at 9:00 a.m. If you have any questions regarding this event you may contact Jeff
Kuch at 989-686-4701.
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Business Department News
Scheduling for next school year is fast approaching; this is an exciting time as students get to choose their courses for next school

year. The new trimester schedule enables students to continue to take elective courses. Electives are important; electives provide an
opportunity to explore unfamiliar areas, participate in projects that enhance and support core curriculum, make future career deci-
sions, and have fun. The Western High School Business Department is looking forward to educating current and future Warriors, and
we hope to have the opportunity to work with you.

Next year is looking fantastic for elective offerings in the Business Department. We have new offerings and some changes to existing
courses. Many Business Department courses meet the BCPS technology requirement (students must earn 1 credit in technology to
graduate). The Business Department will also be offering senior level math courses that meet the Michigan Merit Curriculum; these
two-term classes are Accounting, and Personal Finance. Western High School also has an articulation agreement with Delta Col-
lege; several Western High School business courses earn credit at Delta College. Currently Intro to Business, and Accounting earn
college credit; articulation is pending for Advanced MS PowerPoint and MS Access, and Advanced MS Word and MS Excel.
These college credits are free and can be earned during a student’s junior or senior year. This is a great way to get a jump start on
college.

The following courses meet .5 of the technology requirement: Technology 1, Technology 2; Web Design, QBASIC Program-
ming, C++ Programming, Desktop Publishing, Advanced MS PowerPoint and MS Access, and Advanced MS Word and
MS Excel. Please consult the curriculum guide for course descriptions or contact a business department instructor with questions.

Traditional business courses are also offered; we are excited about the following courses:
Intro to Business (articulated with Delta College)
Business and Consumer Law
Sports and Entertainment Marketing (offered spring trimester only)
Marketing 3 (school store operation)
Personal Finance (two-term course; meets senior math requirement)
Accounting (two-term course; meets senior math requirement; articulated with Delta)

We are looking forward to seeing business department classes filled to capacity in 2010-2011! Please contact one of the instructors
to answer your questions and concerns.

Sincerely,
Megan Rohde Matt Offenbecker Ed Clements
rohdeme@bcschools.net  offenbeckerm@bcschools.net clementse@bcschools.net

Western High School Business Instructors

Millionaire Party!
Sponsored By
Western High School Booster Club

Sunday, February 28, 2010
At the K of C Hall in Auburn from 1:00-6:00 p.m
Tickets: $75.00 (Admits: 2 people) and includes dinner & drinks

Card games and Bingo played all day
50/50 Raffles

Prizes are as follows:
1st prize - $4,000
2" prize - $1,000

3" prize - $500
10 - $75 prizes

For tickets please contact: Jeff Shann at 989-415-1242, Debby Bragiel at 989-697-5148
Marcia Reder at 989-662-6437

License No. #M54407

All proceeds go to the Booster Club



February 2010

Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools,

With the holidays now behind and mid-school year at hand, there are a few items that I want to share and hope are
of interest to you.

Auburn Elementary hosted a welcome ceremony in January for 17 Taiwanese students ages 11 and 12 and their
adult chaperones. The exchange was an exciting educational and cultural opportunity. The students are from Au-
burn’s sister school, Hui-Wen Elementary School in Taichung, Taiwan and the partnership was established in 2008.

Hampton Elementary is hosting French students during February and in May is sending some students to Paris,
France as part of a cultural exchange. This is the second year in a row that Hampton has hosted a French student
exchange program.

During January, our College Prep Office, with the assistance of Central and Western High Schools, held two events
called “College Bound: It's not all about the Money!” These events were very well attended — the purpose
was to provide information to parents and students related to college testing, student loans and aid, scholarships,
and careers.

The District is developing long-range plans for curriculum, preventative maintenance, and middle school scheduling
which we hope to roll out before the end of this school year.

In January, the Board of Education was provided an update on trimesters at the high school. This was a big change
at the high school level; one that we believe will be beneficial to our students. Because this is new to our district,
we are still working through some concerns related to student scheduling, honors and advanced courses available,
and commute times to and from the Career Center.

We held two town hall meetings on school funding in Michigan and our budget situation. We are beginning devel-
opment on our 2010-11 budget with an expected per-student funding reduction of roughly $450 at the present time.
This year the reduction was $165 per student. While this is not the best of news, the changes already made to our
budget for this year will help us next year as well.

Finally, these are difficult economic times for many. If you know of someone who is unemployed or looking for
some extra work, the U.S. Census Bureau is actively seeking workers for the Bay County area. The number to call is
1-866-861-2010 or visit the U.S. Census website at www.2010CensusJobs.Gov.

If you have comments or questions, I can be reached at newcombed@bcschools.net or 671-8165. I remain thankful
for your interest and support of the Bay City Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Douglay L. Newcombe

Interim Superintendent
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. Saginaw Valley League .

J “Teacher of the Year” J
Nomination Form

The Saginaw Valley League Teacher-of-the-Year Award was established to recognize excellence in teaching. This
award is presented annually to one teacher from each Saginaw Valley member high school. Any teacher who has
taught for at least five years and whose current teaching assignment is full or part-time in grades 9-12 in a mem-
ber high school is eligible to receive the award.

If you wish to nominate a teacher for this award, you should submit a letter explaining the nominee’s specific qualifica-
tions for the award. The letter may consider, but not necessarily limited to, any or all of the following criteria of the nomi-
nee:

Creative teaching

Involvement in school activities

Commitment to improving student learning

Enthusiasm for teaching

Respected by students and staff

Involvement in community groups or activities

Professional honors

Evidence of community respect

Nominations should be directed to: Mr. Joe Bruessow
SVL Teacher of the Year
Western High School
500 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, Ml 48611

Previous recipients are NOT ELIGIBLE for nomination. They include: Deb Bruzewski, Kelly Coates, Ron Mindykowski,
Lori Smith, Paul Morand, Ann Riffel, Mike Nesbitt, Lora Keenan, Matt Offenbecker, and Joe Bruessow.

NOMINATION FORM
Due: Monday March 1, 2010 by 4:00 pm

Name of Nominee:

Nominated by: Date:

Class or classes taught —

Number of years taught —

What sets this individual apart from other teachers? -

Please remember to attach this form to your nomination letter. Thank You!
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Would you still like to buy a 2010 Yearbook?
No worries!
Yearbooks are available until March 15, 2010.
Due to deadlines NO books will be sold after this date.

$55 Sale price will be honored with the coupon below.
Please check out our webpage to get a sneak peak of our 2010 book!
http://www.baycitywestern.com
click on the yearbook link

preforefaseeinfoce Joce Joce Jace
YT‘_/\KF)OOK COUFON

210 off 3 2010 Yesrbook wae 365 — MW 353 YEAREBROOK STUDENT
YOUR MAME
GRADE: Phone:
Woestern H.5. Yearbook
Autharioed by: Amy Schmide, Tearbaak Advizor 500 West Midland Rd
Aubum, Mi 48611
Expires: March 15, 2010 Brirg piyment m room A 224 or mail o {189} $62-4481 ext. 6243

WOULD YOU STILL LIKE A PARENT PAGE FOR YOUR GRADUATE?
THERE IS STILL TIME!!

YES! | want to buy a Parent Page for my son or daughter!
y g y g Please enclose a self-addressed envelope

DEADLINE—3/15/10 large enough to mail back the pictures
when printing is completed. Be sure to
include enough postage to cover the

| would like to purchase a:

1/8 Page Color Ad for $65 (1 Picture) weight of the photos. You may also want
___ 1/4 Page Color Ad for $100 (1-2 Pictures) to write on the envelope that PHOTOS are

1/2 Page Color Ad for $200 (1-4 Pictures) enclosed!

Full Page Color Ad for $350 (1-10 Pictures)

2009/2010 Yearbook for $55 w/coupon
(Without coupon $65)

Pl ease do not exceed the picture Iimit! | f more picthures a
pictures will be used.

studentdéds Name _____ .
Parentdés Name _
Address
Phone #

Please mail checks or money orders by Tuesday March 15, 2010 to:

Western High School Yearbook
Attn: Parent Pages
500 West Midland Road
Auburn, Ml 48611
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