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FALL TRIMESTER PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES!

Our fall trimester Parent/Teacher Conference has been scheduled in the gym for:

Tuesday, October 20, 2009
4—8 pm

Progress reports will be distributed in the gym and teachers will be available to meet with
you. Please remember that we will always attempt to keep conferences short (five minutes
maximum) to avoid having you stand in line too long. If you have a concern you think will
take longer to discuss, please make a special appointment with the teacher. They have time
when they are available to meet with you, providing they have advance notice.

2 cNote feom the Mgal

TRIMESTERS

Trimesters are here! Staff and students are adjusting to the new schedule of five classes
each day. Comments such as, “this class is going fast, I like only having five classes and I
see my teachers everyday” can be heard through the school. Of course there have been
some challenges as well. The new schedule is without seminar and therefore has increased
the importance for students to be responsible in contacting their teachers and making ar-
rangements for missed assignments. In general, the entire staff is focused on utilizing class
time efficiently to maximize classroom experiences and learning opportunities as we adjust to
the 12 week terms. I would ask the parents to help us as we move through this transition
by encouraging your student to use class time effectively and get the most out of each class
experience.

PROGRESS REPORTS

During conferences on October 20", parents will be able to pick up their student’s progress
report. The progress report will be a “snap shot” of the students’ current progress in each of
their classes. Final fall term grades will be determined by the students’ cumulative 12 week
grade which will count as 80% and the final exam grade which will count for 20% of the final
grade. The grade you will see on the progress report will tell you what your child is earning
at the midpoint of the 12 week term. A student still has time to improve their grade before
the term ends.

Edline

Our edline sign up campaign is going well. We registered many parents at our curriculum
night. If you still need to get connected, please contact Mrs. Clark at clarki@bcshools.net for
an activation code to gain access to edline.

Open House

Sunday October 18" from 2-4 PM we will be holding an open house at Western High School.
Everyone is welcome to stop by and see the new classrooms, innovations and upgrades in
our building. Thanks to the support of our community for these updates. The school looks
great!

1t is the policy of the Bay City Public School not to discriminate on the basis of religion, race, sexual orientation, color, national

origin, age or handicap in educational programs, activities or services.
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Counselor’s Corner
Sophomores wishing to Dual-Enroll at Delta College as a junior must take the PLAN or the PSAT test.

Sophomores will be attending the Career Pathways Open House from 8:30am till 10:00am on Friday, Octo-
ber 23, 2009. Students will be able to interact with professionals representing over 200 different careers.
The purpose of the time at Delta is to gather useful information from career professionals in many fields
that will help students make choices and decisions about their career goals. Students will be bringing
home permission slips for parents to sign in order for them to attend.

Seniors received their Senior Time Table at registration. This is the official notification of upcoming dates.
Please keep this time table to reference upcoming events. Any notification in the Arrow will be a courtesy
reminder.

All Freshmen will be taking the MEAP in the area of Social Studies in October.

Parents of 10'" and 11*" graders:
The PSAT—Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test is being offered on Saturday, October 17", 2009, at

8:00 a.m. in the commons at Western High School (students please arrive 10 minutes early). The PSAT is
a 2 hour and 10 minute test given primarily to juniors, but sophomores are also eligible to take it for prac-
tice. Skills tested are critical reading, mathematics, and writing. This test is recommended if you are plan-
ning on going to college because it compares your scores to other college bound juniors and shows areas
of weakness that you can try and improve on before graduating from high school. ALSO, if you plan on
dual enrolling (taking classes at Delta) either your junior or senior year you must have taken the PLAN test
or the PSAT test to be eligible. Cost of the test is $15.00 (no checks please) and you can sign up in the
guidance office. Deadline to sign up is Friday, October 9".You can contact Ms. Sebald in the guidance of-
fice if you need additional information

National Merit Awards

The College Board recognized 15 students from Western High School for their exceptional achievement on
the college-level Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations. Only about 18% of the 1.7 million students
worldwide who took AP Exams performed at a sufficiently high level to also earn an AP scholar award.
Western students have been recognized for three levels of achievement:

AP_Scholars Present Seniors: Casey Foote, Andrew Martin, Jessica Meylan; Graduates: Stephanie
McMall, Bryan Wall

AP _Scholars With Honors Present Seniors: Bryan Rabideau, Shelby Reitzel, Brenna Spencer; Gradu-
ates: Alexander Allweil, Casey Foley

AP Scholars With Distinction Present Seniors: Allison Phelps, Frances Phillips; Graduates: Kristy
Curpenski, Bronson Gregory, Jeremy Strawn

We wish to congratulate the students and their parents for the hard work that went into achieving these
well deserved honors. Congratulations to all!

Opportunity Connection

The website www.opportunityconnection.net is a large centralized database of Bay Area employers offer-
ing opportunities and resources FREE to students and educators. Students can search the site for: Job
shadowing, Tutoring, Internships, Site Visits, Mock Interviews, Mentors, Summer Jobs, Scholarships, Vol-
unteer Opportunities — just to name a few. Opportunities are continuously updated and monitored daily
by the Bay Area Chamber of Commerce. CHECK IT OUT. Any Questions, call Ms. Oberlies in the WHS
Counseling Center at 662-4481 extension 6415.
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The Leadership class meets Chris Gardner
What motivates you to be responsible and make good choices? On Friday, September 18" the leadership class re-

ceived a gentle reminder about what life is like in the world outside of Auburn and Bay City. Chris Gardner is the fa-
mous author of the autobiography 7he Pursuit of Happyness (this is how he chose to spell it for a very specific reason)
and Start Where You Are. 1t was our honor to listen to him as the keynote speaker for the United Way kickoff meeting
for Midland County.

Mr. Gardner spoke of staying positive when life gets you
down. He shared his thought process of keeping the end
in mind as he struggled to keep his young son fed and
safe. He made references to the movie Pursuit of Hap-
pyness and how accurately it depicted his life. He wasn't a
flashy Hollywood figure. He was a regular guy with an ex-
traordinary outlook on life. His speech was uplifting and it
increased the desire for the students in attendance to get
involved.

In closing, the United Way’s motto is to give, advocate and
volunteer. Please encourage your children to give their
time to help others. Think about that lonely elderly
neighbor, sick friend, or a community agency that could
use a helping hand. Volunteering is a great way to spend
time together as a family and make a positive impact on
our community.

Mrs. Riffel, Leadership/Volunteer Coordinator

From the Athletic Department

We've got spirit, yes we do, we've got spirit, how about you?! The ABC 12 Spirit Squad will be here at Bay City West-
ern on October 9, 2009 to promote the Homecoming game that night. Any students interested in being part of the
Spirit Squad to be shown on ABC 12 please be here at 5:15 a.m. in the gym to participate.

The Homecoming Game will be held on Friday, October Sth at 7:00 p.m. Make sure you are there to see who will be
crowned your Homecoming Queen 2009 and to cheer on the Varsity Football team against the Saginaw Trojans!

The Lady Warriors Volleyball teams will be participating in the "Dig Pink" National Breast Cancer Awareness Rally on
Monday, October 12, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. We will be hosting Swan Valley. We will be selling baked goods, t-shirts,
beads, and having a raffle and 50/50, all proceeds will go to the Side-Out Foundation to help find a cure for Breast
Cancer. Also, a portion of ticket sales will also be donated to the cause. Please join us for this event and make sure
you wear your pink!

From our Music Department
Band

Bandorama 2009!

November 3, 2009 at 6:30 PM
refreshments to follow

Bay City Western High School Gym
$2/person at the door

Featuring all Western Bands: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, High School Jazz, High School Concert and Symphonic
Bands and culminating the night with the High School Marching Band. An exciting night of music and motion. Public
welcome.

Choir
Fall Choir Concert Monday October 19, 2009 7:30 PM Bryant Auditorium! This concert involves all WMS and WHS
choirs under the direction of Mrs. Lora Keenan



Preschool

The Western High School Preschool program will run from January 18th—May 14th of this school year. Applications are
available for download on our webpage at www.baycitywestern.com. Enrollment is limited to 25 and registrations will
be accepted on first come first served basis.

The cost will be $100 for this program and class sessions will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-11am.
If you have any questions or need more information, you can Email Mrs. Piotrowski at piotrowskid@bcschools.net or call
her at 662-4481 ext. 6249.

UBCCU and Western High School - Partners for financial success

Students at Western have an opportunity to do their banking right at school. United Bay Community Credit Union
(UBCCU) has a branch located at Western High School. The branch is open to all Western High School students and
staff. The Warrior Branch is located in the Corner Store and open during student lunches on Tuesdays and Fridays. Stu-
dents may open accounts or access their account if they are a current UBCCU member. Members will be able to make
deposits and withdrawals. They will have access to all financial products and services offered by UBCCU. If your student
does not already have a banking account, this is a good opportunity for them to start. If they open an account by Octo-
ber 14, we'll deposit $5 to their account. If you have any questions, please contact Kerri Schember at 891-1636.

Booster Club News

On September 13, 2009, the Western Booster Club hosted its 15th Annual Millionaire Party. We would like to thank eve-
ryone who purchased a ticket, attended the party and most of all volunteered to make this party an enjoyable time for
all. Unfortunately, our ticket sales were quite low, which is something we expected given the bad economic times. The
monetary input we have for the school this year is much less than ever before. We will do our very best to put the lim-
ited funds to the best possible use. The decision to continue with this fundraiser has not yet been made. If there is any
input on whether or not to continue with this party, it would be greatly appreciated. The following is a list of most of
the things over the last 12 years that the money raised at our Millionaire Party have funded. It is a very impressive list.
Again, thank you to all of you who helped in anyway with our fundraiser.

The Western Booster Club

12 Year Summary
ACADEMIC COMMUNITY

Sound mixer Aud $1,218 Play stationd Vets Park $250 Pool Sound System $3,200
Gateway Country TV class $4,419 A Maize Place $900 Gym Sound sys. Repair $450
Video equipment $7.119 Fekete Eagle Project $1,500 Wrestling Mats $11,487
Audio equipment $1,561 Auburn Area Scholarship $3,000 Scoreboards Install $10,000
Band trailer $5,411 Bay County Hall of Fame $1,200 Trainers Supplies $3,073
Defibulater $3,540 Relay for Life $4,000 Scoreboards $8,928
Yearbook camera $2,500 Buss for Golf States $440
Microscopes $4,474 TOTAL COMMUNITY $10,850 Swim Computer program $305
Harry Potter (French) $229 Cross Country/Track tent $832
Math calculators $2,993 Track Timer $1,067
Commercial Printer (business) $800 Swim Gear Printing $2,110
Books-English Dept. $957 MEMORIALS Swim Parkas $1,250
Flip Chart-Speech class $190 ALL INCLUDED $18,607 Baseball Drag $458
Walkie Talkes-health class $1,200 Picture Frames $640
Calculators-special ed $139 Stadium Warrior Head $325
Measuring devices-special ed $95 Pole Vault Pads $2,400
Computers $2,999 PLAQUES Batting Cage $1,600
Auditorium Lights $873 ALL INCLUDED $1,798 Matching Fund Money $12,730
Auditorium Monitors $1,145 Wresting Mat $4,700
Greenhouse Bulbs $127 Track Resurface $31,463
Teacher conferences $280 Golf Rain Suits $1,800
Honor Awards $16,781 ATHLETIC Stadium Ticket Booth $1,008
Staff Appreciation Breakfast $2,000 Stadium Pressbox $110,000 Pitching Mound $1,000
Non-Smoking Seminar $500 Sports on Air $2,250 Strength & Fitness Bldg $35,130
PA Raffle Lic $1,400 Bleachers $11,850 Pool Start Blocks $12,740
PA Raffle Tic Printing $525 Dugouts $12,191 Wrestling Dummy $700
Yearbook Ad $1,300 Ice Machines $2,701 Pool Timing System $4,000
Science Computers $1,598 Soccer Warm Ups $3,320 Soccer Dugouts $6,000
Band Bus St Semi Game $700 Swim Warm Ups $1,628 Golf Outing Green Sponsor $100
TV class computer $3.076 Westernette Uniforms $200 State Champ Road Sign $100
Newspaper computer/camera $2,964 Baseball Jackets $1,625 Baseball Press box $6,000
Academic Copier supplies $7,500 Football All Star Sponsorship $2,015 WESTERN on football field $1,633
Front LED sign $15,557 Trophy Case $3,181 Track Clock $1,000
Boys/Girls states $6,710 Cheerleader Uniforms $1,119 Volleyball Brackets $278
Honor Awards $11,085 Misc Equip (GBB,BB,CC&Track) $7,300 Basketball Bags $700
Academic Wish List $6,600 Equestrian $1,454 State Tournament Funding $70,000
Academic States $10,000 Spirit Shirts $312

SADD $600 Golf Bags $500 TOTAL ATHLETIC $408,097

Sprinklers $6,700
TOTAL ACADEMIC $131,165 Swim Banner $154 TOTAL $570,517




THE AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
BY
THE CELLULAR CONNECTION

The Western Booster Club is pleased to announce a new fundraising opportunity for each and every
group, class and team in our school. Leif Peterson, a Western alumni, has offered a great program
through his company, The Cellular Connection by Verizon. Any time you renew or add a cellular
phone to your plan, the group of your choice will receive $20.00. There are no strings attached!
Leif and his company feel strongly about being able to help the area student groups with no addi-
tional output of funds from participating families. Most people renew or add to the phone plans
every two years anyway, so if it is done through Cellular Connection you can, at the same time,
make a “donation” to your group of choice. There is no additional expense to you. There is a
voucher that must be presented at the time of any renewal or add on. At that time you can decide
which group will get your help. The voucher below can be taken into Cellular Connection at 212 N.
Euclid Avenue. Additional vouchers are available in the school office. For further information,
please feel free to call Cellular Connection at 989-450-8680. Please pass this information to any
Verizon phone carriers you know so we can continue to support our students. The Western Booster
Club would like to thank you for continuing to support our students.

Ambassador Program

Organization Name

Customer Name

Cell No.

Cell No.

Cell No.

Cell No.

Cell No.

The Cellular Connection
212 N. Euclid Ave.
989-450-8680

Manager’s Signature

Limited Time Offer




October 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools,
We are very excited as the 2009-10 school year got off to a terrific start!

We had the final five school buildings under construction this past summer: Washington Elementary, Kolb Elementary,
MacGregor Elementary, Mackensen Elementary, and Handy Middle School. Most of the work was completed by the start
of school. Some work has continued into fall, particularly on the exterior of Washington Elementary. There will be some
minor remaining bond projects during the school year and some outside work needed on building grounds, such as the
Central courtyard, that will occur in Spring 2010.

Student enroliment is slightly higher than we had anticipated with the state of our economy and declining birth rates.
Last year, we had 9,094 students. Originally this year, we estimated an enroliment of 8,924. Our enrollment to date,
although not yet official, is about 50 students over that estimate. To accommodate the higher student numbers, we
have added classrooms as well as teachers and teacher aides at eight of our 14 school buildings.

Other items of interest to share:

As part of our push on technology, the District re-designed our main webpage at www.bcschools.net. If you have not
visited it yet, please check it out and let us know what you think. Our goal is that the webpage will be easier to navi-
gate for community, parents, staff, and students. On a similar note, one of our goals underway this year and thereafter
is to update school webpage information regularly.

For the second straight year, one of our art teachers has received the Michigan Art Education Association’s elementary
“Art Educator of the Year” award. This year’s recipient, Ms. Colleen DeSanto, teaches at McAlear Elementary and at
Kolb Elementary. We are very proud of Ms. DeSanto who symbolizes the hard work and dedication of our teachers.
Last year’s award recipient was Diane Brown who teaches at Auburn Elementary, Forest, and Kolb Elementary.

On September 22 we hosted the Taiwanese delegation at Western High School. The Taiwanese government and Bay
City Public Schools have partnered on the Mandarin Chinese language program. This year we have nearly 200 students
at our middle and high schools taking Mandarin Chinese as one of our foreign languages.

In September, our board of education approved the purchase of new foreign language textbooks for French, German,
Spanish, and Mandarin Chinese as part of our regular textbook replacement schedule put in place several years ago.

Our middle school and high school security camera systems will be installed during October and November.

As a reminder, we are holding an open house at our newly renovated school buildings on Sunday October 18 from 2:00
—4:00 p.m. Elementary schools renovated with our May 2006 bond initiative are Kolb, Linsday, MacGregor, Mackensen,
McAlear-Sawden and Washington. Other schools included in the renovation project were Handy Middle School, the
Western Middle/High School complex and Central High. Thanks to the support of our community, the school buildings
look awesome and have significant renovations from heating and cooling to the electrical systems, floors and windows
along with many other changes. If you have a chance, please visit any of those schools that afternoon.

Finally, related to the H1N1 flu concern, our schools are stocked with soap and hand sanitizer and are cleaned regularly.
Information has been provided to parents and students about ways to help minimize the chance of getting sick, includ-
ing the most important way which is washing hands thoroughly on a regular basis. We are also working closely with our
local health officials.

In closing, I am always open to your comments or questions and can be reached at 671-8165 or a new-
combed@bcschools.net. Thank you for your interest and support of the Bay City Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Houglas f. Newcombe

Interim Superintendent
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Opt-Out Testing

Opt-out testing for the Winter term will be held the week of November 16, 2009. Applications will be available in the
Counseling Center on Monday, October 12th. Completed applications will be due to counselors no later than Monday,
October 19th. Study material can be picked up from Mrs. Erin Sullivan on Monday, October 26th between 7:00 am
and 3:00 pm. There is a $20.00 deposit required for each book. Please see your counselor or Mrs. Erin Sullivan if
you have questions.

Flu Prevention Reminders!

As you may know, flu can be easily spread from person to person. Therefore, we are taking steps to re-
duce the spread of flu in our schools; we want to keep them open to students and functioning in a normal
manner during this flu season. But, we need your help to do this.

We will work closely with the Bay County Health Department to monitor flu conditions and make decisions
about the best steps to take concerning our schools. Here are a few things you can do to help T teaching
these good habits to your children at home and modeling them yourselves.

e Teach your children to wash their hands  often with soap and water (or an alcohol-based hand sani-
tizer when soap and water are not available). The most common route of infection starts with germs on the
hands which then spread when touching eyes, nose and mouth.

e Teach your children not to share personal items like drinks, food or unwashed utensils. Talk about
ways to safely share items, like pouring drinks into a cup and breaking off food samples from an area that
hasndét been bitten.

e Teach your children to cover their coughs and sneezes with tissues (or use a shoulder, elbow,
arm or sl eeve when a tissue is unavailable). I f usin
rule.

e Know the signs and symptoms of the flu. Symptoms of the flu include fever, cough, sore throat, a
runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, and feeling very tired. Some people may also vomit or have
diarrhea.

e Build immunity with a healthy lifestyle. Tips for a healthy lifestyle include getting plenty of rest
(experts recommend 10-12 hours per night for pre-schoolers, 10 hours per night for kids between the ages
of 6 and 9; 9 hours a night for those between 10 and 12; and 8 to 9.5 hours a night for teens). A balanced
diet, avoiding unnecessary stress and getting regular exercise are additional healthy lifestyle tips.

e Keep sick children at home for at least 24 hours after they no longer have fever or do not have signs
of fever, without using fever-reducing drugs. Keeping children with a fever at home will reduce the number
of people who may get infected.

Of <cour se, therebés no way to guarantee that kids wil
healthy is a great start. For more flu-related information, visit our Bay County Health Department website at
http://www.baycounty-mi.gov/Health or a national flu website at www.flu.gov or call the Center for Disease

Control at 1.800.CDC.INFO
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Attention Seniors & Parents,
Please don't forget to turn in your senior portraits by Tuesday December 15, 2009. Due to publishing deadlines, pic-
tures delivered after this date will not appear in the yearbook. Please see the senior specifications on the school web-
site: www.baycitywestern.com (click on yearbook)
There are two ways to deliver your pictures:
Drop the printed and labeled photo in the senior drop box located in the main office.
Or hand deliver a CD to the main office, its also acceptable to mail the disk to the school
attention: WHS Yearbook.
Please do not e-mail your photos to us; we have restrictions on the sizes of photos we can open.
Once again, we will have a local photographer come to school to photograph students who would like to appear in the
yearbook, but due to hardship can’t purchase senior pictures. If you could benefit from this opportunity please contact
Mrs. Amy Schmidt, yearbook adviser.

Western High School Yearbook
500 West Midland Rd.

Auburn, Mi 48611

Amy Schmidt, adviser
662-4481 ext. 243

Purchase your yearbook, parent page, or business ad by credit card at:
www. yearbookforever.com ($2 surcharge)

YES! I want to buy a Parent Page for my son or daughter!

Please enclose a seladdressed envelope
I would like to purchase a: large enough to mail back the pictures

when printing is completed. Be sure to
include enough postage to cover the

1/8 Page Full Color Ad for $65 (1 F_'icture) weight of the photos. You may also want
1/4 Page Color Ad for $100 (1-2 Pictures) to write on the envelope that PHOTOS are
1/2 Page Color Ad for $200 (1-4 Pictures) enclosed!

Full Page Color Ad for $350 (1-10 Pictures)

2009/2010 Yearbook for $55

Please do not exceed the picture limit! If more pictures are enclosed, it will be at the WHS Business Man-
ager’s discretion to decide which pictures will be used.

Student’'s Name
Parent’'s Name
Address

Phone #

Please mail checks or money orders by Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Western High School Yearbook
Attn: Parent Pages
500 West Midland Road
Auburn, MI 48611
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LIONS OF MICHIGAN YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU!

Lions of Michigan Youth Exchange program offer summer opportunities for youth to travel and
expand their knowledge of family and community life in other cultures.

Young people between the ages of 16 and 21 may participate. Youths traveling must be of good
health, both mentally and physically and be willing to learn new customs and cultures. Knowledge
of foreign languages is not mandatory, except in Spain and France where they participate must
have previously studied at least 2 years of French or Spanish. However some knowledge of the
country that a youth choose to travel is helpful.

Each cultural exchange is approximately three to five weeks long, depending on the country to be
visited. Youths traveling on the program are responsible for their fees and fares, but may write to
local Lions clubs and organizations to request sponsorship and help. Youths traveling on the
program will stay with Lion approved families. You must have your application in by February 1st
2010. All applications must be filled out on the line and emailed back to the State Chair
person...You will need a copy of your passport.

We are also looking for families who would like to host a youth for three to six weeks in the winter
or summer months.

For more information on the Lions Youth Exchange Program please call:

Lion Jim Ates or Karen Phone (1-810-735-9039) or email to lionjimmy59@yahoo.com




