
WESTERN HIGH SCHOOL 

A message from the principalé 
   

Greetings Western Families:  

 

Well here we are ñthe final Arrow of the 2016/17 school year!  Where does the time go??  It has 

been another great year and it definitely takes a team to experience the success we have at BCW.    

 

So first, I would like to thank you for your continued support. I am amazed with the level of parent 

involvement, whether it is attending a game, mentoring robotics, working concessions or selling 

fundraisers, our parents always pull through!  

 

Second, I would like to wish a few teachers the very best as they retire and begin a new chapter.  

They have been an awesome part of the Western team.  Kelly Coates, Gladys Lerner and Ron 

Mindykowski have all served our students well!  

 

Enjoy you summer!! 

 

Mrs. Cox  

Bay City Public Schools April ñMay ñJune, 2017  

HUGH OôBRIEN YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
Every year the staff nominates and votes for one sophomore girl or boy to attend the Hugh O'Brien Youth 
Leadership Seminar and one junior girl and one junior boy to attend the American Legion Boys and Girls 
State Leadership Programs.  Students are selected based on academics, citizenship, and leadership 
qualities.  This yearôs Hugh O'Brien Representative is Abbie Pinter.  Our Girls State Rep is Kalysta 
Sylvester and our Boys State Rep is Parker Rivard.  Congratulations to these students! 

PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 

May 3rd 
3:30-6:30pm in the gym  

ARROWðA newsletter for WHS parents! 

All About NHS News  
Congratulations to the newly inducted NHS members! We hope this inspires our younger warriors to want to 
be the next inductees a year or two from now! To become a member of NHS you must be an exemplary 
student of not only scholarship, but of service, leadership and character as well. These are the four pillars that 
all NHS chapters stand on. In order to be considered for membership, a student must have a GPA at or above 
a 3.50 and record at least 32 hours of volunteer time with the school prior to the start of the selection process  
which is mid-February of the studentôs junior year. Striving for these two goals, along with offering leadership 
in and out the classroom, and striving to continually be a person of good character no matter who's watching 
will ensure the best chance of being elected. Please note: the requirements to be invited to membership have 
recently changed to keep with the higher standards of our evolving commitment to excellence at Western High 
School. 

Looking to 2017/18  
Registration    August 24th  
           (tentative)  
First Day of School  September 5th 



Academic Preparation Summer Camp at Delta College  

Colleges and universities use your SAT® score, GPA, extracurricular 
activities and high school involvement to determine if youôll be admitted to 

their campus. Earning an impressive SAT® score can also help you save 
$1000s of tuition dollars via scholarships. This camp will teach you what to 

expect when you take the SAT® and will give you a glimpse of what you 

need to do to be successful in college. Youôll learn test taking strategies for 
Critical Reading, English/Writing, Math and Essay Writing and will be 

registered in an online SATÈ Prep website. Youôll use these strategies daily 
and apply your knowledge during a practice test. Youôll also complete a 

writing prompt and present to the class. In addition to preparing for the 
SATÈ, youôll research your top 5 colleges and complete a profile report. 

Not only will you gain an understanding of the different types of financial 

aid and a jump start on available scholarships, youôll participate in fun 
activities including a tour of Deltaôs main campus. Get ready, get set and 

get prepped for success! The camp will run July 10-13th.  Please visit 
http://www.delta.edu/summercamps  for more information.  

 

 

2017 Graduation!!  
Graduation will be held on Sunday, June 
11th, 2017 at 7:00 pm. Students need to 

report to the commons with their cap, 
gown, honor cords, and NHS stole by 

6:00 pm in order to begin getting lined up 

for the ceremony.  We will plan to hold 
the ceremony outdoors in the stadium, 

weather permitting.  
 

If the weather does not permit us to hold 

the graduation ceremony outside, it will 
be held in the gym and unfortunately 

seating will be limited. We will not be 
distributing tickets for graduation this 

year, but are simply going to 
ask that each family limit their 

number of guests to 4.  

Bay Commitment Scholarship Ceremony  

The 2017 Bay Commitment Scholarship Recipient Awards Ceremony will be 
held on Tuesday, May 16th at 7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church on 

Center Avenue in Bay City - this is a change in venue from past years. You 
will be receiving information in the mail from the Bay Area Community 

Foundation with the specific details. Congratulations to all 30 recipients!   

 
Bay Area Community Foundation Donor Sponsored Scholarship 

Reception  
The 2017 Bay Area Community Foundation Donor Sponsored Scholarship 

reception will be held on June 6th at 5:30 p.m. at the DoubleTree Hotel and 
Conference Center in Bay City. If you are a recipient of a donor sponsored 

scholarship, you will be notified by the community foundation sometime in 

mid-May.  

e2020 Credit Recovery Program 

Summer Date  
E2020 is an online learning program 

designed for 9th ï 12th grade students 
who have failed a particular class and 

need to recover credits. Our summer 

E2020 session will tentatively run from 
June 19th ï August 3rd, 2017 from 

8:00am -11:00am . Please note the 
change in time -  we will only be 

offering one session this summer, 
but it will be 3 hours instead of 2 

hours.  Please see Mrs. Wrzesinski or 

your studentôs counselor for more 
information.  

Prepare for your Senior Year!  

¶ VOLUNTEER in your community! Scholarships are available for community helpers -with or without regard to studentôs 

GPA. Summer is a great time to pitch in and help out your community! Remember to document your hours and turn them 

into Mrs. Riffel!  

¶ Follow a rigorous program of study ï work hard for your best grades  

¶ Go to www.federalStudentAid.ed.gov to research student aid options for college 

¶ FAFSA for the 2018 -2019 school year will be available starting October 1, 2017.  

¶ Income data from 2016 will be used to complete the application  

¶ Research colleges/trade school programs that interest you take free practice ACT or SAT tests online at www.act.org or 

http://sat.collegeboard.org/home  

¶ Read this summer!! 

Students in grades 9-12th may also sign up now for www.fastweb.com or  www.knowhow2go.com to register their profile 
and start receiving email notices of possible scholarship offerings. Itôs never too early to start applying for funds! 

Visit some college campuses this summer! 

http://www.delta.edu/summercamps
http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov
http://www.act.org
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.knowhow2go.com


AP Testing  
AP Testing will take place between May 1st and May 12th.  Students will report to the Media Center for their 
appropriate test and the schedule will be as follows:  
 

   

Date  Morning 8:00 a.m  Afternoon 12:00 p.m.  

Monday, May 1st  Chemistry - 

Wednesday, May 3rd  English Literature & Composition - 

Thursday, May 4th  US Government & Politics - 

Friday, May 5th  US History - 

Monday, May 8th  Biology - 

Tuesday, May 9th  Calculus - 

Wednesday, May 10th  English Language & Composition Macroeconomics 

Thursday, May 11th  World History - 

Friday, May 12th  Microeconomics  

9th, 10th, and 11th Grade Awards Ceremony!  
This yearôs ceremony will take place on Tuesday, May 2nd with each gradeôs ceremony being 
started one hour apart.  9th grade will begin at 6:00 pm, 10th grade at 7:00 pm, and 11th grade at 
8:00 pm. If you are attending the ceremony, you are welcome to join us for a dinner of pizza and 
salad which will be served immediately following each gradeôs ceremony.  Invitations for eligible 
students will be sent home mid-April and we kindly ask that you RSVP when you receive the 
invitation.   Students who have earned a cumulative G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher and/or any student who 
has achieved exemplary attendance will be invited to attend. 
 
Also, please plan on parking on the west side of the building for this event as we will also have 8th grade 
students leaving for Washington, D.C. this night.  

Parochial/New -to -District Luncheon  
A welcome luncheon will be held for incoming 9th graders who are either currently 
enrolled at a parochial school or are new to the district.   This will take place on May 
23rd from 10:00 am - 11:45 am and students must RSVP.  The students will be 
provided with lunch, a tour of the high school, and a brief ñQ & Aò session.  



Commencement Practice  
Commencement practice, which is mandatory for all seniors participating in graduation, will 
take place on Friday, June 9th from 10:30 am until noon.   Seniors will need to report to 
the gymnasium at Western High School by no later than 10:30 am on Friday, June 9th.  

Baccalaureate  
Please note that Baccalaureate has been changed from the 
date initially stated on the Senior Timetable.   Baccalaureate 
will take place on Wednesday, June 7th at 7:00 pm in 
Westernôs auditorium.  Every year this wonderful experience 
is made possible through the volunteer efforts of many 
individuals.  We once kindly ask for any volunteers that may 
be interested in helping with the event.   If you are able and 
interested in contributing to this year's Baccalaureate 
ceremony please contact Mr. Jake Voisine at (989) 662-4481 
ext. 6420 or voisinej@bcschools.net 

Senior Awards Assembly:  
This yearôs Senior Awards Assembly will take 
place on Thursday, June 8th in Westernôs 
Bryant Auditorium.  All seniors will need to 
report to the auditorium by 7:30 am for a 
rehearsal with the assembly beginning at 
10:00 am.  

Senior Honors Breakfast:  
This yearôs Senior Honors Breakfast will take 
place on Friday, June 9th at 8:00 am and it 
will be held at the Great Hall in Midland.  
Seniors who have achieved a cumulative 
G.P.A. of 3.5 or higher and/or seniors who 
are members of NHS will be receiving an 
invitation to this yearôs breakfast. 

Cap and Gown  
Cap and Gown pick up will take place on Friday, May 5th 
from 7am - Noon.  Students will be notified of outstanding 
fees & fines so they can be taken care of before they pick 
up their cap & gown.  

BCW/CHS Hall Monitor Memorial Scholarship  

The Hall Monitor Memorial Scholarship program is a college scholarship program for Central and 

Western High School students.    Thanks go to all of the parents, staff and community members who 

support this process.    

  

    Kroger Community Rewards      www.krogercommunityrewards.com      

    Scholarship Org. Number Code      67368   

 

Many thanks to those who have participated in the past.   Please consider joining the process to assist in 

the scholarship process!   
 
 

SENIORSðSENIORSðSENIORS! 

tel:(989)%20662-4481
tel:(989)%20662-4481
mailto:voisinej@bcschools.net
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


WARRIOR ATHLETICS  
 
Fall 2017 Season Start Dates  
The High School fall 2017 sports season start dates are listed below. Students must be present at all try-

out days listed, have a valid physical on file (dated April 15 th, 2016 or after) and pay their pay -to-
participate fee of $50 (annually).  

       Football                 August 7th 

   Boys/Girls Cross Country, Girls Golf, Boys Soccer, Girls  
   Swimming, Boys Tennis, and Volleyball        August 9th 

 
The fall season for Western Middle School athletics begins on August 21st for football, boys and girls cross country, and 

girlsô basketball. Please stay tuned to the web page for try-out information.  

 
ñDead Week & Quiet Weekò 

Preseason ñDead Weekò will be July 1st - July 9th, 2017. During this time there can be no practices or activities held on 
or off campus.   

 
ñQuiet weekò will be July 31st - August 6th, 2017, for all fall sports. No open gyms which involve that sport and no sport -

specific camps or clinics shall occur at the school or be sponsored or conducted elsewhere by the school regardless of 

that schoolôs sponsorship of the sport. Open gyms are prohibited during this period whether or not coaches are present. 
No competition (intra -squad or inters-quad) between groups that resemble school teams (more than four students of 

grades 7-12 of the district) may occur in that sport at any school facility or any other location with any of that school 
district's personnel present.  Regardless of what they are called or where they are held, coach-conducted running or 

swimming sessions which involve the structure of distances and timing and/or teach sport specific technique shall not be 

provided even on a voluntary basis during the down time prior to cross country, track & field or swimming & diving 
seasons if they are conducted by the school coaches of those sports  

2017 -18 Athletic Passes  

¶ Family passes for 2017-18 are now available! If you purchase your 2017-18 family pass before the end of this 

school year you can get it for a discounted rate of $90!  After June 14th the passes will go back to the rate of $100. All 

games are a $5 entry fee at the gate for students and all spectators. Family passes include anyone in your immediate 
family who is not in high school.  

¶ High school students must purchase their own student athletic pass for $30 and it can be stamped on their student 

ID. These passes can be purchased beginning at fall registration. 

ñGolden Ageò passes are ñfreeò and available for any person over the age of 62 to attend athletic events. 

 
All passes listed above are good for athletic events at Western High, Western Middle, Handy Middle, and Central High 

School. All passes can be purchased in the athletic office or at the entry gate at any athletic event.  

 
Middle School athletic passes are available for the cost of $20. These passes have 20 punches on them and can be 

used by anyone for Western Middle and Handy Middle School events only. 

FALL WARRIOR NIGHT  

Fall Warrior Night will be held on Monday, August 21st 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the commons. A hot dog dinner 

will be provided by the athletic department for all fall 
athletes and their immediate family members. Fall team 

introductions will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 

Harbour Light Photography will be here that evening to 
take fall team photos, so attendance by all fall athletes is 

strongly encouraged. 

NCAA Eligibility Center  

Students who are interested in participating in athletics 
at the collegiate level must register with the NCAA 

Eligibility Center (formerly known as the NCAA 
Clearinghouse). This must be done in order for colleges 

to determine initial athletic eligibility. You can register 

and find further information at http://
web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp .  

http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp
http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp


WARRIOR ATHLETICS, Cont.  

Physicals Night  
Bay City Western will be hosting a physicals night in 
early June for a cost of $15. This acts as a fundraiser 

for the athletic department.  Please stay posted to our 
web page for updated information.   

Homecoming 2017  
The Homecoming game will take place on Friday, 
September 29th vs Midland Dow at 7pm. The 

Homecoming Dance will be held on Saturday, September 
30th, 2017.  

Summer Camp Information  
Attached please find the girls basketball summer camp flyer, the wrestling summer clinic flyer, and the football summer 
informational calendar. Please stay tuned to our athletic web page for more summer camp flyer and information as it 

becomes available!  Flyers attached are: 

Follow us!  
Please follow us on our web page at http://baycitywesternathletics.com  ! You can also follow 
us on Facebook at Bay City Western Athletics, and on Twitter at @BCWWarriors.  

 

 Bay City Western  

 

 

 

 

Girlõs Fundamental Basketball Camps  

Summer 2017     

 Bay City Western Warriors  

C.H.A.M.P. Skills Camp 2017  

 

 

WARRIOR FOOTBALL 
SUMMER SCHEDULE 

 
 

http://baycitywesternathletics.com


PE/Health and Consumer Family Science Departments  

 
As the school year winds down, we would like to thank you for allowing us to teach and get to know your 

children.  It's been a great year full of many learning experiences, memories, and fun.   We hope you all enjoy the 
upcoming summer break but don't forget to take care of yourself by eating healthy and staying active.   Here's just a 

few quick tips to keep in mind as we enjoy the start of spring!  

 
With warmer weather on the horizon, try and make opportunities to get outside and stay active as a family!   You can 

even make yard clean up part of your family physical activity.   Weeding, raking, cleaning/sweeping the garage, 
mowing grass, and planting flowers together are just a few ideas.   Pull those bikes out and take an afternoon ride to 

the park.  Get a little extra practice outside playing baseball/softball, soccer, tennis, golf, or even just go for a walk 
around the neighborhood and see nature in bloom.   Whatever activity you choose, don't forget kids need 60 minutes 

a day of moderate to vigorous physical activity and adults need 150 minutes a week . 

 
Warm weather also brings local Michigan fruits and vegetables!!  Stop by your favorite store or market and stock up 

on all the best produce from our local farmers.   Apples, strawberries, raspberries, corn, squash, green beans, 
zucchini, and peppers are just a few healthy choices.  Make a colorful fruit salad, or cut up fresh veggies with dip as a 

mid-day snack.  Eating healthy supplies us will all the important nutrients to keep our bodies and minds in tip top 

shape! 
  

See you next school year!! 

Technology Department  

Digital Publication students are always looking for relevant, real-world ideas for promotional assignments. If any of 
you own/operate a side business and would like some marketing material created please contact Beth Gehoski at 

gehoskib@bcschools.net 
 

Also, if there is an event happening in the area that needs promotional materials, feel free to send the information 

our way. This class does not run all year, but  we can get a basic design template set up for your needs in the future 
as well. 

 
Information to include in requests:  

Overall purpose 
Colors 

Logo (we can also design logos) 

Target audience 
Contact information 

English Department  

 
English staff made the final push to help our 11th grade students tackle the SAT last week.  Essay strategies as well 

as last minute refresher grammar lessons were provided in hopes of instilling student confidence.  Nice work! 
 

English teacher, Kelly Coates will be retiring at the completion of the school year.  Ms. Coates has been teaching at 

WHS for over 20 years.   As a 1979 graduate of Western, she has been a  proud Warrior for most of her life.  We 
wish her the best as she creates a new adventure.    

mailto:gehoskib@bcschools.net


Social Studies Department  
 
Students from Mr. Drew Pinter's World War II & Holocaust class had 
an opportunity to travel to the  Holocaust Memorial Center in 
Farmington Hills.  They talked to a survivor, Dr. Guy Stern (see the 
picture with students), who was part of the  Ritchie Boys, which was 
a special interrogation group.  Students were led through the 
museum by a guide, who gave valuable insight to much of the 
collection.  A majority of the trip was paid for by a grant from 
Target.  
 
Students in the class also work with WWII artifacts, while studying the time period.   In the other 2 
pictures, students are looking at a gas mask, and 1943 yearbook. 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Department Update 
 

A few bits of noteworthy news from the Science Department.  As the school year is getting closer to the end, the AP 
Biology and AP Chemistry classes are winding up as well, and students are preparing for the national AP exams that 
are administered each year during the first couple weeks of May.  Good Luck students! 
 
Mrs. Altes and her classes have successfully raised salmon fingerlings through 
participation in the Salmon in the Classroom program.  The fish were released at the 
Chippewa Nature Center into the Tittabawasee River.  Keep your fingers crossed a few 
make it back in a few years to successfully spawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lastly, a curriculum change will be put into effect beginning with the 2017-2018 school year.  All juniors will be taking 
a one trimester Earth Science class prior to the administering of the SAT and M-Step examinations.  This change 
was put in place to better prepare those students for the tests and the Earth Science content they may find.  

https://www.holocaustcenter.org/
http://www.therecordherald.com/article/20130907/NEWS/130909920

